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and   they   expired   in   the   flames,   not  merely  with  un-
clouded serenity, but with the most triumphant feelings of
cheerfulness and joy.1    In the same century a Bohemian incarna-
woman named Wilhelmina, whose head had been turned bv t!OI1T?f
...                                                  ,.    .           ,                       .                 * the Holy
brooding over some crazy predictions about a coming age of Ghost,
the Holy Ghost, persuaded herself and many people besides
that the Holy Ghost had actually become incarnate in her
person for the salvation of a great part of mankind. She
died at Milan in the year 1281 in the most fragrant odour
of sanctity, and her memory was held in the highest venera-
tion by a numerous following, and even honoured with
religious worship both public and private,2
About the year   1830  there appeared, in one of the Modem in
states of the American Union bordering on Kentucky, an cf?ations
ot Jesus
impostor who declared that he was the Son of God, Christ,
the Saviour of mankind, and that he had reappeared
on earth to recall the impious, the unbelieving, and
sinners to their duty. He protested that if they did not
mend their ways within a certain time, he would give the
signal, and in a moment the world would crumble to ruins.
These extravagant pretensions were received with favour
even by persons of wealth and position in society. At last
a German humbly besought the new Messiah to announce
the dreadful catastrophe to his fellow-countrymen in the
German language, as they did not understand English, and
it seemed a pity that they should be damned merely on that
account The would-be Saviour in reply confessed with
great candour that he did not know German. " What!"
retorted the German, " you the Son of God, and don't speak
all languages, and don't even know German ? Come, come,
you are a knave, a hypocrite, and a madman. Bedlam is
the place for you." The spectators laughed, and went
away ashamed of their credulity.8 About thirty years
ago a new sect was founded at Patiala in the Punjaub
by a wretched creature named Hakim Singh, who lived
in extreme poverty and filth, gave himself out to be a
1  J. L. Mosheim, Ecclesiastical His-     84.   Mgr Flaget was bishop of Bards-
tory (London, 1819), iii. 278 sgg.            town, and his letter is dated May 4,
2  J. L. Mosheim, op. di. iii. 288 sq.      1833.    He says that the events hap-
3  Mgr   Flaget,   in AnnaUs dc   la     pened in a neighbouring state about
Propagation dc la Foi> vii.  (1834) p.     three years before he wrote.